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In his new book, How Not to Start an Orphanage, best-selling author Daniel
P. Alford shares his insights and experiences from working with orphanages
around the world. He argues that well-intentioned people often do more
harm than good when they start orphanages, and he offers practical advice
on how to avoid the pitfalls.

Alford begins by dispelling the myth that orphanages are necessary. He
points out that the vast majority of children who live in orphanages have at
least one living parent, and that most of these children would be better off
living with their families or in other community-based care settings.

Alford also argues that orphanages can be harmful to children. He cites
research showing that children who live in orphanages are more likely to
experience abuse, neglect, and developmental delays. They are also more
likely to be trafficked or exploited.

So, what should you do if you want to help children in need? Alford
recommends focusing on supporting families and communities. This can
include providing financial assistance, healthcare, education, and other
essential services. You can also volunteer your time to work with children in
your community.

If you are considering starting an orphanage, Alford urges you to
reconsider. He says that there are better ways to help children in need, and
that starting an orphanage is likely to do more harm than good.

Reviews

"How Not to Start an Orphanage is a must-read for anyone who is
considering working with orphans. Alford provides a wealth of valuable



insights and practical advice." - Dr. Jane Aronson, author of Orphanage
Tourism

"A powerful and thought-provoking book. Alford challenges the
conventional wisdom about orphanages and offers a compelling
alternative." - Dr. Charles MacCormack, author of Children in Need

"How Not to Start an Orphanage is a game-changer. It will change the way
we think about helping children in need." - Dr. Susan B. Kaplan, author of
The Orphan Tsunami

About the Author

Daniel P. Alford is a social worker and author who has worked with
orphanages around the world. He is the founder of the Alliance for Children
in Need, a non-profit organization that provides support to children and
families in developing countries.
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