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Refractive Africa is a groundbreaking collection of poems by Will Alexander

that explores the complexities of the African continent through a unique and
visionary lens. Published in 2009 by the University of California Press, this
collection has garnered critical acclaim for its innovative use of language,
its powerful imagery, and its profound insights into the human condition.

Alexander, a renowned American poet, translator, and professor, has spent
decades traveling and living in Africa. His deep engagement with the
continent is evident in the poems of Refractive Africa, which are infused
with a rich understanding of African history, culture, and politics. Through
his unique perspective, Alexander challenges traditional notions of Africa
and offers a nuanced and multifaceted portrayal of its people and
landscapes.

The poems in Refractive Africa are characterized by their experimental
style and their use of multiple voices and perspectives. Alexander employs
a wide range of poetic forms, from traditional sonnets to free verse, and he
incorporates elements of collage, montage, and performance art into his
work. The result is a complex and multilayered text that defies easy
categorization.
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One of the most striking features of Refractive Africa is its use of language.
Alexander's poems are filled with vivid and evocative imagery, as well as a
rich vocabulary that draws on multiple languages and cultures. He is not
afraid to experiment with syntax and grammar, creating a unique and
challenging reading experience.

The poems in Refractive Africa explore a wide range of themes, including
colonialism, identity, diaspora, and the environment. Alexander confronts
the legacy of European colonialism in Africa, and he examines the complex
relationship between Africa and the West. He also explores the
experiences of African people who have been forced to leave their
homeland, and he gives voice to the marginalized and the oppressed.

Refractive Africa is a powerful and moving collection of poems that offers a
unique and insightful perspective on Africa. Alexander's innovative use of
language and his profound understanding of the continent make this
collection a must-read for anyone interested in contemporary poetry or
African literature.

Critical Acclaim for Refractive Africa

Refractive Africa has been widely praised by critics for its originality, its
poetic brilliance, and its important contribution to African literature.

"Will Alexander's Refractive Africa is a major work of contemporary poetry.
It is a complex and challenging text, but it is also a rewarding and ultimately
transformative experience." - The New York Times

"Alexander's poems are full of passion, intelligence, and a deep
understanding of Africa. Refractive Africa is a must-read for anyone



interested in contemporary poetry or African literature." - The Guardian

"Refractive Africa is a brilliant and groundbreaking collection of poems.
Alexander's unique voice and his innovative use of language make this
collection a truly unforgettable experience." - Publishers Weekly

About the Author

Will Alexander is an American poet, translator, and professor. He was born
in 1948 in Yonkers, New York. He has published over 20 books of poetry,
as well as several works of translation and criticism. Alexander has
received numerous awards for his work, including the National Book Award
for Poetry and the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry.

Alexander is a distinguished professor of English at the University of
California, San Diego. He is also the director of the Center for the
Humanities at the University of California, San Diego.

Free Download Your Copy of Refractive Africa Today

Refractive Africa is available for Free Download from all major booksellers.
You can also Free Download a copy directly from the University of
California Press.
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Unleash the Magic Within: "That's Not a
Hippopotamus, Juliette Maclver"

Step into a Realm Where Anything Is Possible "That's Not a
Hippopotamus, Juliette Maclver" is an extraordinary children's book that
sparks the imagination...

Where Is Thumbkin? A Journey Through
Beloved Children's Songs

In the realm of childhood, there exists a treasure trove of songs that have
woven their way into the fabric of our collective memory. Among these...
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